
10 Questions to Ask about Art

1) Is it a Painting or a Print?
A. Look & feel for REAL brush strokes (not just texture).
B. Do a Google image search with the artist’s name; upload a photo if

needed. If you see the image elsewhere, it is likely a print or giclee (print
on canvas).

2) If a print or giclee, is it pencil signed?
3) If a print or giclee, is it numbered with an edition under 300? If pencil signed and
numbered from a small edition, it is worth going further to examine and look up value.

4) If a print, does it show a dot matrix under a 10x loupe? If so, the print was almost
certainly made in great numbers and, even if signed, will likely be low value unless it is
by Charley Harper, Leroy Neiman, or one of the Wyeths, or a handful of other artists.

Use www.liveauctioneers.com past auction results to confirm or help with the value of
prints & giclees. Over $300-500 in value, you may want to talk to an auction house.

5) Always ask the client, “What do YOU know about this work?”

6) Are there a LOT of paintings or sculpture in the house, especially ones created prior
to 1980? If so, you should probably consult an auction house or appraiser just for the
sake of time if nothing else.

http://www.liveauctioneers.com


7) What is the artist’s name? You can use www.Askart.com to look up artists and partial
signatures, but you need a subscription to see values. Look for the $$ signs next to
artist’s names. If an artist is listed on Askart, and especially if they have $ signs next to
their name, show high results on liveauctioneers.com, and the artist is NOT a local
artist, it’s advisable to contact an auction house or appraiser.

8) Is the painting or sculpture signed with a monogram only? Best to consult an auction
house or appraiser.

9) If the painting or sculpture is unsigned, does it appear to date prior to 1980? If you
have no additional info on it from the client, use your best judgement as to whether to
contact an auction house/appraiser.

10) Sculpture - does it have a foundry mark, or edition number under 300? If so, consult
an auction house/appraiser.

Remember there is an exception to every rule, but these are some general guidelines.
At Case, we’d like to hear from you when you have prints you believe to be over $350 in
value or paintings/sculpture over $1,000 in value (or if over $500 in value, but you’re not
sure you have buyers for it at that price point). You can email photos to
photos@caseantiques.com (make sure to ID yourself as an estate sale provider and let
us know your city and phone #). Or text to 615.812.6096 if emailing is not possible.
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